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Norman Mineta, former Federal Transportation Secretary, speaks at the SJSU Mineta Transportation Institute commencement in 2018. He died Tuesday at 90 years old.

Local legend Norman Mineta dies at 90
SJSU community
members mourn
Mineta, founder
of SJSU’s Mineta
Transportation
Institute

By Bojana Cvijic
NEWS EDITOR

Former Federal Transportation Secretary
Norman Mineta died Tuesday of a heart
ailment, according to his former chief of staff
John Flaherty. Mineta was 90.
Born in San Jose, Mineta was the first
Asian American secretary to serve in a
U.S. cabinet position. He served as
U.S. secretary of commerce under
President Bill Clinton’s administration
in 2000, and was the only Democrat
to serve as secretary under President
George W.
Bush’s administration from
2001-2006, according to a Tuesday ABC
news article.
San Jose State Interim President Steve Perez

said in a Tuesday campuswide email that Mineta
served the community with his “humanity and
leadership.”
“Secretary Mineta, a San José native, was a
legendary, towering figure who made important,
lasting, positive contributions to our region and
country,” Perez said.
As transportation secretary, Mineta
ordered commercial flights grounded after the
9/11 terror attacks, according to the same
ABC News article.
Mineta claimed to have grounded
4,500 planes, according to a Tuesday New York
Times article.
“I said, ‘Get the damn planes down,’” Mineta
told ABC News in 2001. He was praised for

Mineta’s life
at a glance
First Asian American mayor of
a major city – San Jose – and
cabinet secretary, serving under
both Democratic President
Bill Clinton and Republican
President George W. Bush; U.S.
transportation secretary during
the 9/11 attacks; a survivor of
WWII Japanese internment camp
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San Jose community
members protest for
reproductive rights
By Jennifer Schildge
STAFF WRITER

More than 50 people gathered at
San Jose City Hall on Tuesday to
protest the proposed overturn of
Roe v. Wade that was released in a
leaked draft majority opinion late
Monday published by POLITICO.
The decision to overturn the
landmark case is expected to have a
five to four majority with Associate
Justices
Amy-Coney
Barrett,
Neil Gorusch, Brett Kavanaugh, and
Clarence Thomas voting to overturn
the landmark case, according to a
Tuesday Washington Post article.
Chief Justice John Roberts
confirmed the leaked document is
legitimate early Tuesday morning, and
has launched an investigation into the
document’s disclosure, according to a
Tuesday POLITICO article.
“[It] was a singular and egregious

breach of that trust that is an affront to
the Court and the community of public
servants who work here,” Roberts said
in the same Tuesday article.
Roe v. Wade is a landmark Supreme
Court decision that established a
constitutional right to abortion,
according to a Tuesday New York
Times article.
If Roe v. Wade is overturned
another landmark case regarding
abortions, Planned Parenthood v.
Casey would also be overturned
because it was reaffirmed Roe v.
Wade in 1992, according to a Tuesday
Newsweek article.
It states in the landmark 7-2 ruling
that the federal government lacked
the power to prohibit abortions. The
Supreme Court judged that a person’s
right to terminate their pregnancy
was protected by the U.S. constitution,
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Kaylynn Campvell, 9 months pregnant, joins protesters at San Jose City Hall Tuesday after
the leaked draft decision to overturn Roe V. Wade was released late Monday night.
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Left: Aparna Prabhakar, 16, creates a sign for the protest at San Jose City Hall Tuesday.
Prabhakar, a Notre Dame High School student, said she came with a friend and fellow student
to support women across the country. Right: Cynthia Frybarger, 71, leads other protestors
yelling “we won’t go back” and “our body our choice” at city hall Tuesday afternoon.

ABORTION
Continued from page 1
according to a Tuesday BBC article.
Slyvia, who chose to go by her
first name for privacy concerns, she
said she cannot believe she still has
to protest this.
She said she’s been protesting the
right for health care and women’s
rights since the ‘70s and what
happened Monday night was a
needed “smack in the face.”
“If it is passed, the women’s
underground is alive and well and
is already doing something about
it. They’re providing medication,
they’re providing the transportation
and I think that’s just going to get
stronger,” Slyvia said.
The draft majority opinion,
written by Associate Justice
Samuel Alito, sided with the
state of Mississippi in the case
Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health
Organization, according to the same
Monday POLITICO article.
The case addresses whether or not
all state prohibitions of abortions
performed before the point of
fetal viability are unconstitutional,
according to Britannica, an online
fact-checked encyclopedia.
Protests started Monday night
in Washington D.C. in front of the

Supreme Court, with more expected
to happen across the country,
according to CNN.
Liliana Gomez, an SJSU justice
studies graduate student, said she
just had a baby in October 2022.
“It made me reflect on the fact
that having a baby is a lot of work,
the hardest job ever,” Gomez said.
“Forcing somebody to have to
do this is honestly quite frankly
bullshit.”
The average costs for having a
baby in California vary between

in her pregnancy and said she was
“angry as hell” about the leaked
draft opinion.
Campvell said a lot of women had
to fight for this right for decades and
to see it possibly be stripped away
so quickly after years of fighting
is “heartbreaking.”
“I think it’s really scary. It’s a scary
place to be in, scary to think about
raising children in a world where
we’re going back so far, potentially,”
Campvell said. “If they could do this,
they could do anything.”

It made me reﬂect on the fact that having a
baby is a lot of work, the hardest job ever.
Forcing somebody to have to do this is honestly
quite frankly bullshit.
Liliana Gomez

SJSU justice studies graduate student

$7,755.49
and
$13,974.77
depending on the type of birth
(vaginal or cesarean section) and
health insurance status, according
to a December 2019 Business
Insider article.
Kaylynnn Campvell, a protester
at the event said she is halfway along

Olivia Henning, a 16-year-old
high school student, said she was
excited to start her life and look
towards the future but the future
now seems “bleak.”
“I feel like the women’s right
to choose should not be as
controversial and polarizing as it is,”

she said. “I’m excited to be putting
my thoughts into words and sharing
them with my community.”
Naijah Lord, SJSU justice studies
graduate student said she believes
this is the government’s way of
trying to get citizens to react to see
how much further they can go.
“Giving birth could literally kill
you,” Lord said.
About 700 women die each year
in the U.S. as a result of pregnancy
or delivery complications. A person’s
body goes through many changes
during pregnancy, according to the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention’s website.
Brittany Bradley, a protester at
the march, said she feels infuriated,
attacked, uncomfortable and unsafe
after hearing the news regarding
Roe v. Wade Monday night.
She said she believes if a person
is not pro-abortion, they should be
pro-choice because every person
deserves bodily autonomy.
“I know for a fact that if they
can overturn this they’re going to
overturn gay marriage,” she said.
“They’ll come for any freedom they
can get their hands on if we let them
do this.”
Legal scholars have warned
that this could possibly lead to the
overturn of other landmark cases
such as Obergefell v. Hodges,

the 2015 decision to legalize gay
marriage, and Lawerence v. Texas
which legalized same-sex activities
in 2003, according to the same
Newsweek article.
“I definitely think there will
be a huge ripple effect and you’ll
be seeing a lot more protests and
hopefully a lot more people sharing
their thoughts,” Henning said.

Bojana
reporting.

Cvijic

contributed

Follow Jennifer on Twitter
@kyiojen
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Spartans react to leaked draft opinion of Roe V. Wade
he Supreme Court voted to
overturn Roe V. Wade and
allow states to outlaw abortion,
according to a leaked draft majority
opinion written by Associate Supreme
Court Justice Samuel Alito released by
POLITICO on Monday evening.
Roe V. Wade is a 1973 Supreme Court
landmark case legalizing abortion and

T

Rae Edmonds
psychology junior

It’s mind blowing, because it’s not only
erasing decades of struggle and strife
that people have fought to make this
happen, but it’s basically saying that
we should go back to a time when
women don’t have the power or the
choice over their own bodies.

ruling a state law banning abortion
unconstitutional.
It could be months before it becomes
clear whether the leaked document will
serve as the basis for Supreme Court’s
decisions or if this draft is an opening
round of negotiations, according to a
Tuesday Washington Post article.
Lawmakers in more than two dozens

Alice Ciobanu
kinesiology sophomore

If we’re telling women that they can’t
control their own body, what’s next?

conservative states have prepared
epared
bills that would outlaw abortion
bortion
if the Supreme Court takes
es the
leaked draft as its final position,
osition,
according to a Monday New
w York
Times article.
Some San Jose State students
dents
expressed their thoughts on the
recently leaked document.

Lola Bleu
business junior

We have worked really hard to keep
things in place for women to be able
to have safe medical care . . . and it’s
[going to] make it a lot harder for
women, speciﬁcally people of color
and women living in lower economic
status.

Richard Cortez
civil engineering junior

I feel like with the last administration
it’s not too surprising . . . but I don’t
think California would be affected.
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CSU appoints repatriation collections manager
By Amani Hamed
EXECUTIVE PRODUCER

The California State University system
appointed Adriane Tafoya as the new project
manager for the California Native American
Graves and Repatriation Act (CalNAGPRA),
according to a Thursday CSU news release.
Tafoya will assist the 23 campuses in
creating new inventories of Native American
remains held in university archives and
with repatriating eligible remains and
complying with the Repatriation Act and
Assembly Bill 275.
The bill amended CalNAGPRA to expand
the definition of “California Indian Tribe”
to include both federally recognized and
not recognized tribes, and further required

consultation with Native tribes concerning
burials and repatriation, according to the text
of the bill.
California state legislature passed Assembly
Bill 978 in 2001, the CalNAGPRA legislation
modeled after the federal NAGPRA law
overseen by the National Parks Service.
NAGPRA was enacted to preserve and
restore Native American burial grounds
and treat their sacred lands with dignity
and respect, according to the National Parks
Service website.
CalNAGPRA allows federally recognized
tribes in the state of California to petition for
remains to be removed from Native burial
grounds, many of which are held in university
archives, returned to places of burial, and
outlines a process for identifying remains

as belonging to specific tribes, according to
the California Native American Heritage
Commission website.
Tafoya, who is currently the senior
collections manager at the McClung
Museum of Natural History and Culture at
the University of Tennessee, Knoxville, is
also a member of the Tejon Indian Tribe.
The Tejon Tribe of the Kitemanuk Nation
are the indigenous people of the Southern
San Joaquin Valley, and a majority of their
more than 1,200 members live in Kern County,
Calif., according to the tribe’s website.
Rachel McBride-Praetorius, director
of Tribal Relations at Chico State, said in
the press release that Tafoya is uniquely
qualified for the position because of her
museum expertise and her understanding

of the importance of CalNAGPRA.
“The CSU has thousands of collections
to inventory. [Tafoya’s] strong experience in
project management and museum studies
education and her passion for the important
work of CalNAGPRA make her a great fit to
take on this work,” McBride-Praetorius said.
Tafoya earned a Bachelor of Arts in art from
Chico State and a Master of Arts in museum
studies from John F. Kennedy University.
After finishing museum curation projects
with the University of Tennessee, Tafoya will
start working with the CSU system on June 1.

Follow Amani on Twitter
@Amani_Marie_
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maintaining composure during the attacks.
Following the attacks, Mineta formed the
Transportation Security Agency, the federal
agency responsible for air safety, while
forbidding U.S. airlines from discriminating
against Middle Eastern or Muslim
passengers by subjecting them to heightened
preflight security, according to the same
New York Times Article.
Prior to his cabinet service Mineta
served as mayor of San Jose from 1971-75
and represented California in the House of
Representatives from 1975-95, according to a
Tuesday Washington Post article.
Mineta unsuccessfully pushed for
Santa Clara County to join Bay Area
Rapid Transit (BART) decades before
San Jose connected to the transit system,
according to a Tuesday Mercury News article.
Mineta also founded the SJSU Mineta
Transportation Institute (MTI), which
is “devoted to developing public sector
leaders to serve the transportation industry.”
according to its website.
The Mineta Transportation Institute
of San Jose State, founded by Mineta, put
out a statement Tuesday after his death on
its website.
“MTI is proud to continue his legacy of
improving our nation’s transportation systems
and educating the transportation workforce
of the future,” the statement by the institute
read. “Our collective hearts go out to the
Mineta family and their friends in this time of
mourning.”

. . .For the Spartan Superway
project, that’s when he came
to class. I mean, goodness
gracious, how many times
does the former secretary of
transportation or secretary of
commerce show up in a San
Jose State classroom?
Burford Furman

mechanical engineering professor,
Spartan Superway co-founder

Burford Furman, mechanical engineering
professor and co-founder of Spartan
Superway, a student project at SJSU
seeking solutions for transportation issues,
said Mineta was a “massive supporter”
of student activities on campus.
“. . .For the Spartan Superway project, that’s
when he came to class. I mean, goodness
gracious, how many times does the former
secretary of transportation or secretary
of commerce show up in a San Jose State
classroom?” Furman said in a phone interview.
In 2001, city council approved the

PHOTO COURTESY OF RON SWENSON

Former secretary of transportation and commerce Norman Mineta visits the SJSU Spartan Superway, a student project
focused on transportation issues, on Oct. 29, 2014 in collaboration with the Mineta Institute of Transportation.

renaming of San Jose International
Airport to the Norman Y. Mineta San Jose
International Airport, in honor of Mineta’s
accomplishments and involvement in
the community.
“You know, the airport’s named after him.
An institute at San Jose State is named after
him. He’s just a huge figure and the theme of,
you know, the US government, let alone his
other accomplishments,” Furman said.
Mineta is the son of Japanese immigrants
who were excluded from citizenship under
the Asian Exclusion Act of 1924, which
prevented immigration from Asia into
the U.S., according to a May 20, 2019
Time Magazine article.
Mineta and his family were interned
for several years at the Heart mountain
internment camp near Cody, Wyoming
during World War II, according to the
same article.
It was this experience that inspired
Mineta to go into public service.
“I wanted to make sure that something like
this would never happen again,” Mineta said
in the same article. “I would speak for those
who are underrepresented in government or
have no representation at all.”
Mineta was instrumental to the passing
of the Civil Liberties Act in 1988 as a
congressional representative. He worked
with former congressman Alan Simpson, a
close friend of his who was interned at the
same camp he was, according to a
May 17, 2019 Atlantic article.
The act was signed into law by former
President Ronald Reagan.
The law authorized payments and formal
apologies to the survivors and heirs of
120,000 people of Japanese ancestry who
were interned during World War II,
according to the same Atlantic article.
Furman spoke on how Mineta helped
bridge the aisle between Democrats and
Republicans during his time in office.
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JENNIFER’S REEL REACTIONS

Five most anticipated films of 2022
By Jennifer Schildge

production since 2020 so a
2022 Cannes Film Festival debut in
May would seem obvious.
To a cinephile, there’s nothing like
I
was
utterly
obsessed
the exhilarating feeling of learning with Glazer’s fantasy thriller,
an anticipated movie’s release date.
“Under the Skin,” released seven
Keeping track of every years ago for A24, and now I cannot
movie coming out can be wait to see what he does with
overwhelming. Someone could this war piece.
see an announcement for a movie
A24 will co-produce this project
trailer, get excited and then forget along with British television network
that it comes out until there’s a set Film4 and entertainment company
release date.
First Access Entertainment. The film
Ti West’s “X” had a post-credit has no official release date but is set
scene that teased the making of a to release this year.
prequel for the main antagonist,
No. 4: “Amsterdam” (Nov. 4)
Pearl. The prequel finished shooting
in March as the film “X” was released
Mediocre director David O.
on March 18.
Russell is back again with a movie
Could “Pearl” have a Halloween I’m only watching for the cast.
launch? Could it be a fun summer
His movies are usually slow with
horror flick? Hopefully audiences an emphasis on the actors to carry
won’t have to wait another year and the plot and I feel like this will be
“Pearl” could be one of the most nothing new.
impressive turnaround projects.
His upcoming film “Amsterdam”
Will 2022 be the year when features an ensemble cast including
films aren’t pushed as coronavirus Margot Robbie, John David
pandemic restrictions are lifted? Washington, Anya Taylor-Joy, Taylor
Could 2022 mark the return Swift and Robert De Niro.
of normalcy to cinemas? It’s all
The plot is set in the 1930s
unknown but the lineup for the and follows Bale, Robbie and
rest of the year looks like more Washington’s characters after they
theater-only debuts.
witness a murder.
Streaming movies was fun and all
Russell was pretty good at keeping
but there’s nothing like sharing an the title and plot a secret but once
experience with a bunch of strangers the cast was announced it was all
at the movie theater.
over Twitter.
Here is a countdown of the most
anticipated movies I know I’ll be No. 3: “Don’t Worry Darling”
(Sept. 23)
watching on premiere day:
“Don’t Worry Darling” solidified
No. 5: “The Zone of Interest” the release date and released a
(2022)
trailer all in the same week, causing
Director Jonathan Glazer is social media buzz.
returning to feature filmmaking
The film is a psychological erotic
after a long hiatus with an thriller about a 1950s housewife
adaptation of Martin Amis’ novel whose reality cracks when she tries to
“The Zone of Interest” which tells unfold the secrets of her glamorous,
the story of a Nazi officer who falls in experimental utopian city.
love with a married woman.
The ’50s aesthetic is gorgeous,
It sounds like a sweltering from the vintage silver convertible
love affair between two unlikely to the interior design decorating the
characters. The film’s been in inside of Palm Desert homes.

STAFF WRITER

ILLUSTRATION BY BIANCA RADER

Florence Pugh is the headlining
powerhouse actress for this movie.
This time she’s escaping a cult, not
joining one as she did in 2019’s
“Midsommar.” English singer
Harry Styles plays her husband who,
by the looks of the trailer, wants
her to just relax.
This is Styles’ second feature film.
Besides his dialogue-lacking five
minutes of screen time in “Dunkirk,”
music videos and an appearance
on Nickelodeon’s “iCarly,” this is
the most prominent role on his
acting resume.

No. 2: “Nope” (July 22)
Jordan Peele is back writing and
directing for his new movie “Nope,”
and it has me saying “Yep.”
The film follows a rural ranch
in California that hints at a
possible alien invasion. The film’s
cinematographer is Hoyte van
Hoytema, known for “Interstellar,”
“Her” and “Tenet,” so the film will
definitely deliver in terms of visuals.
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ACROSS
1. Specialty
6. S S S
11. Illicit sexual relationship
12. Prickly plant
15. Levels
16. Poor city districts
17. Embrace
18. Tales
20. Hurried on foot
21. Diva’s solo
23. Agreement
24. Stow, as cargo
25. South African monetary
unit
26. Guns an engine
27. Wise
28. Request
29. Before, in poetry
30. Eatery
31. Where monks live
34. Be upright
36. 2000 pounds
37. Anagram of “Care”
41. Coastal raptor
42. Bovines
43. Bobbin
44. Worry
45. Funnel shape
46. Opera star
47. Grassland
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48. Destitution
51. Permit
52. Surrounded lands
54. Containing salt
56. Bring
57. Growing old
58. Occurrence
59. Chain of hills
DOWN
1. Not artificial
2. Daydream
3. Sprocket
4. Colors
5. Formerly (archaic)
6. High standards
7. Piece of paper
8. Seats oneself
9. Estimated (abbrev.)
10. Warehousing
13. A person who rules
14. Slave
15. Ending in a piercing point
16. Headstones
19. Drama set to classical
music
22. Unyielding
24. Rigging rope
26. Rip apart
27. Mister

JOKIN’
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Follow Jennifer on Twitter
@kyIojen

“Why couldn’t
the sailor do
the alphabet?”
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Complete the grid so that every row, column and
3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.
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16

Ana de Armas will step into the
role of Marilyn Monroe in director
Andrew Dominik’s “Blonde,”
adapted from Joyce Carol Oates’
novel of the same name.
The plot of the film focuses
on Monroe’s suspicious death
and addresses her childhood and
romantic links.
The movie will be distributed by
Netflix and is the only film created
by the streaming service to receive an
NC-17 rating. Viewers can anticipate
a risqué ride, plus Dominik
previously said to Film Stage that
“Blonde” is unique because it has
very little dialogue.

SUDOKU PUZZLE

10

12

11

52
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No. 1: “Blonde” (end of 2022)

This project has been a decade
in the making, with actresses once
attached to the project but whose
names have been removed including
Jessica Chastain, according to a
July 2021 Variety article.
I’ve been excited for this since
I saw the leaked behind-thescenes photos of de Armas looking
very seductive.
Oates said on Twitter that de
Armas has seen a rough cut of the
movie and called it a “startling,
brilliant, very disturbing [perhaps
most surprisingly] an utterly
‘feminist’ interpretation.”
There is no final release date but
the film is set to premiere this year.
All five movies have piqued my
interest in one way or another. The
upcoming movies make me think
that theaters could be back and the
balance between streaming and
theatrical releases will be restored.

“He got lost at
the C!”

CLASSIFIEDS

“The discovery and the surprise
of it is part of the fun,” Peele
said in an April 27 Q&A with
The Hollywood Reporter. “Trailers
will give you a taste but we want
to retain some of the mystery, so
you can be satisfied going to the
damn movie.”

30. Lairs
32. Half of a pair
33. Castle component
34. Calm
35. Molasses
38. Roof
39. Tit for tat
40. Fill with joy
42. Clandestine
44. Ran
45. Group of witches
48. Asphalt
49. Russian emperor
50. Directional antenna
53. 54 in Roman numerals
55. Top
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Contact us at
408.924.3270
or email us at

SpartanDailyAdvertising
@sjsu.edu

Our office at
DBH 213
is closed
because of
the pandemic.
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ILLUSTRATION BY NICK YBARRA

choose one you must: which trilogy?
The force is strong with the prequels I find your lack of plot depth disturbing That’s no moon, it’s a sequel trilogy
Jennifer Schildge
STAFF WRITER

The “Star Wars”
franchise wouldn’t
have a whole new
group of first-generation fans if it wasn’t
for the prequels.
The prequel trilogy
consists of “Star Wars:
Episode I - The Phantom Menace” (1999),
“Star Wars: Episode II
- Attack of the Clones”
(2002) and the best
“Star Wars” movie of
all time, “Star Wars:
Episode III - Revenge
of the Sith” (2005).
There is so much
unbearable controversy surrounding which
trilogy is the “best” but
despite all the flaws,
the prequels deserve
that title.
The biggest reason
is they have one single
vision and story.
Anakin Skywalker
was the solution to
finding a satisfying way
to tell an antagonist’s
backstory and it wasn’t
just satisfactory – it

was heart wrenchingly
wicked, evil and fun.
Obi-Wan Kenobi
was always a wise,
good-natured character but these movies
made him quirky and
not afraid to get into
trouble and break the
rules in adventures
with Anakin.
The prequels helped
expand the Star Wars
universe into much
more than three
mediocre movies,
unlike what the
sequels did.
“Obi-Wan” is a series
coming to Disney+
this year, with Ewan
McGregor returning
to the role he played in
the prequel trilogy.
Not to mention, the
entire “Star Wars: The
Clone Wars” series is
set during the years
between Episode II
and Episode III.
Without a doubt, the
prequels’ lightsaber
battles are superior.
The original trilogy’s
battles were slow and
awkward. The sequel
trilogy gets the
balance right but
Disney ruined the
powers of a lightsaber.
The prequels’ combat

is intense, innovative
and full of emotion.
The final battle of
the prequel trilogy
between Anakin and
Obi-Wan is exactly
what the audience
waited for and it’s
over lava.
The emotions are at
an all-time high
with an enormous
background set that
adds to the high stakes
at hand, no pun
intended.

Without a
doubt, the
prequels’
lightsaber
battles are
superior.
When the end of
the brawl hits and
emotions are dwindling to sadness,
Obi-Wan tells Anakin
that he was like a
brother, saying “I loved
you” as Anakin burns
on the side of the
rock as a sentimental
orchestra score plays in
the background.
Nothing can top that

scene. I can’t even
fathom how anyone
could argue that the
other trilogies did
better.
When anyone thinks
“Star Wars,” they think
of lightsabers. How
could you have a Star
Wars movie where the
fights are boring and
anyone can use
anything? The sequels
answered that
question.
The first three
movies built the world,
the next three expanded the world to a
universe and then the
last three racked up
bucks as blockbusters.
Despite flaws including chalky dialogue
and crazy innovative
CGI, Episodes I, II and
III did an amazing job
at worldbuilding.
To this day I remember what it feels like
to watch the end of
“Star Wars: Episode III
- Revenge of the Sith”
for the first time and it
still feels like I’m in the
mesmerizing world of
“Star Wars” every time.

Follow Jennifer on
Twitter @kyiojen

Amani Hamed
EXECUTIVE PRODUCER

The original ““Star
Wars” ” trilogy is by far
the best of the ““Star
Wars” ” films because
of its superior practical
effects, superb acting and
clean storyline.
The other six films pale
in comparison because
of their shoddy CGI,
contrived bits strung
together to get cheap
laughs and ridiculous,
meandering plots that
eventually culminate in
lackluster climaxes and
boring endings.
The original trilogy
did an excellent job
of exploring Luke
Skywalker’s rise to
heroism. The series
delves into his inner
struggle with the light
and dark sides of The
Force and, just for fun,
the drama with his
bonkers family.
Throw in the bromance
between charming rake
Han Solo and the furry
Chewbacca, an incredible scene in a trash

compactor, the two most
lovable droids who ever
existed, and an inspiring performance by the
legendary Alec Guinness
and you have everything
you could ever want in a
space epic set in a galaxy
far, far away.
My mother introduced
my siblings and I to “Star
Wars” when the trilogy
was re-released to VHS
in 1995. The stunning
box-set was one of the
few things I ever saw her
splurge on. She made us
“Star Wars” fans and we
spent the next few weeks
having lightsaber battles
with paper towel tubes.
We were thrilled when
the prequels were
announced. My mother
took us to the theater
to see Episode I, which
I must admit I enjoyed,
but by the time Episode
II came out I was old
enough to recognize
that pod racing and
lightsaber battles do not
a story make.
The prequels were
an overblown moneygrab that made George
Lucas a ton of cash from
merchandise sales as kids
like us flocked to
Toys ‘R’ Us to buy Queen
Amidala costumes and

Darth Maul and
Qui-Gon-Jinn action
figures.
The movies lacked the
heart of the first trilogy.
Anakin Skywalker was
unrelatable, irredeemable
and worst of all wooden.
Hayden Christensen may
have been a teen heartthrob but he’s a terrible
actor.
I had slightly more
hope walking into the
theater in 2015 to see
Episode VII “The Force

The original
trilogy did an
excellent job
of exploring
Luke
Skywalker’s
rise to
heroism.
Awakens.” I was thrilled
that a young woman
would be at the heart of
this next installment of
the saga.
John Boyega proved he
was an incredible actor in
“Attack the Block,” a 2011
British sci-fi horror film
about a group of Black
and immigrant kids who

have to defend their
South London housing
project from aliens. I
was thrilled to see more
diversity in the cast.
Daisy Ridley was
great as Rey, the main
character. She was
immediately a relatable
and likable heroine.
The last trilogy lost me
when they squashed the
burgeoning romance
between Rey and Finn,
crushed Finn’s storyline
like a soda can and
phoned in the last two
films with a weird-ass
storyline featuring, of
all people, Emperor
Palpatine.
Then the series tried
to rehabilitate Kylo Ren,
who should have met his
end the same way Darth
Vader did. The sparks
flying between Kylo Ren
and Rey should only have
come from their clashing
lightsabers.
Producers should have
quit the franchise while
they were ahead and
ended the series after the
1983 masterpiece
“Return of the Jedi.”

Follow Amani on
Twitter @Amani_Marie_

Estevan Lopez
SPORTS EDITOR

“Star Wars” is one of
the most iconic film
franchises, spanning
from the late ’70s to
now.
With spin-off films
including “Rogue One:
A Star Wars Story”
and “Solo: A Star Wars
Story,” there are plenty
of Star Wars universe
branches.
However, the most
recent trilogy, which
followed characters Rey,
Finn and Poe Dameron,
was the best trilogy in
the franchise.
Although the sequel
trilogy has its issues and
criticisms, Star Wars
fans have to appreciate
the combination of
nostalgic elements and
new story lines to form
a new chapter.
The prequel’s issue
was its slow moving
pace. “Star Wars:
Episode I - The
Phantom Menace”
involved various scenes
of political dialogue and

not enough action until
the third act of the film.
As for “Star Wars:
Episode II - Attack of
the Clones,” it suffered
from bad dialogue and
awful lines from Anakin
Skywalker, ‘The Chosen
One’, including “I don’t
like sand, it’s coarse and
rough and irritating and
it gets everywhere.”
Yes, the original films
were groundbreaking
and set in an unconventional order to build
upon in the future but
not everyone thought
the franchise would
be a hit.
In fact, the very
creator of the Star Wars
universe, George Lucas
himself, said, “I didn’t
think the film was
going to be successful,”
according to a May 4,
2021 Insider article.
The best part about
the sequel trilogy is
that it ties into all
aspects of the other two
generations of Star Wars
characters.
The first film brings
back its original characters including Han Solo,
Princess Leia and, of
course, Luke.
All of this is being
shown with a few dashes

of the evil Darth
Vader as a nod to the
new apprentice of The
First Order, Kylo Ren.
As the films progress,
it shows protagonist
Rey’s development as
someone facing a
similar path as her
master Luke Skywalker,
who took his journey to
become a Jedi knight.
With twists and
turns throughout the
film, we learn that
Emperor Palpatine,

The best part
about the
sequel trilogy
is it ties in
all aspects of
the other two
generations
of “Star
Wars”
characters.
who has been the main
recurring source of
evil throughout all
nine films, is secretly
leading The First Order
from afar.
To top it all off,

viewers are left stunned
as Palpatine reveals he’s
Rey’s grandfather and
lured her to his lair on
Exegol to strike him
down and absorb all the
spirits of the Sith.
The issue I had with
this trilogy was the
character Finn not
being given a true
character arc and
becoming a Jedi himself
as it was slightly implied
throughout each film.
Although this can
be an issue, it could be
flipped to something
greater such as a
possible origin story
in the future where
Finn discovers his
powers and becomes
a Jedi knight.
This is another reason
why these sequels are so
great; because they open
up a whole new batch of
ideas to expand the Star
Wars universe.
The sequel trilogy
checked every box,
providing nostalgia
by bringing back old
characters and tying in
new characters with a
storyline to bring it
full circle.
Follow Estevan on
Twitter @9estevan
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